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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES 

Classification of Manuscripts 

Considerable progress has been made during the last few- 
months in the work of arranging and filing the society's valuable 
collections of manuscripts. Such material when received is 
usually without logical arrangement ; the papers are almost always 
folded, often badly wrinkled, and sometimes coated with dirt. To 
ensure their preservation and to render them accessible, the 
papers are unfolded and smoothed out, carefully cleaned, and 
filed flat in manila folders placed in specially constructed dust- 
proof and light-proof filing boxes. Often the documents are so 
badly creased and wrinkled that they have to be dampened and 
pressed between blotters before they can be filed, and many of 
them ought to be repaired and strengthened by being covered with 
mousseline, a transparent fabric used for that purpose. This 
latter is a slow and delicate process, and it has seemed best to 
arrange and file the collections first and then take up the repair- 
ing of the papers which need it. 

In filing, the chronological arrangement is used in accordance 
with the modern practice in practically all large depositories of 
manuscripts. A subject classification offers insuperable difficul- 
ties and requires an elaborate index; an alphabetical arrange- 
ment is of value only to one who is looking for a specific letter 
by a known writer ; while the chronological arrangement enables 
a student interested in an event or a period to read his sources 
in the order in which they were written. In the course of time 
calendars of the documents in the various collections should be 
compiled and published. These would not only facilitate the 
work of the investigator but would tend to preserve the papers 
themselves by decreasing the amount of handling necessary to find 
desired material. 

The largest single lot of manuscripts which has been filed 
consists of the Donnelly Papers. These were estimated at thirty 
thousand, but after being arranged they are found to number 
nearly fifty thousand and fill sixty-four filing boxes. Supple- 
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meriting these papers, which consist mainly of letters received, 
are six letter-press books containing copies of letters written by 
Donnelly, and eighteen scrapbooks compiled by him. The career 
of Ignatius Donnelly as author, editor, and radical political leader 
is so well known that the great value of this collection, covering 
as it does nearly half a century from 1856 to 1900, and containing 
letters on nearly every conceivable subject and from all sorts of 
people, prominent and otherwise, will be quite obvious. 

Several months ago Mr. Kellar, while searching for archival 
material in the Old Capitol, discovered in one of the basement 
rooms used by the historical society a trunk containing the papers 
of James W. Taylor. None of the staff of the society knew of 
the existence of these papers, but it later developed that they came 
into its possession shortly after Taylor's death in 1893, during an 
interim in the secretaryship of the society, and that they have lain 
untouched in its storeroom ever since. The trunk was immedi- 
ately moved to one of the society's vaults in the New Capitol, and 
during the summer the papers have been carefully arranged and 
filed by Mr. Theodore Blegen, a graduate student in history in the 
University of Minnesota. 

James W. Taylor was born in New York in 1819, engaged in 
journalism in Ohio in the forties, and served as a member of the 
constitutional convention of 1849-50 and as state librarian . from 
1852 to 1856. In the latter year he removed to Minnesota and 
immediately became interested in the promotion of railroad enter- 
prises. In 1859 he was appointed special agent of the treasury 
department to investigate reciprocal relations of trade and trans- 
portation between the United States and Canada, a position 
which he held for nine years. From 1870 until his death he was 
United States consul at Winnipeg. Taylor's official positions and 
his wide interests make his papers a veritable mine of material 
for the history of the West both in the United States and Canada, 
and for the relations between the two countries. They consist 
of approximately seventeen hundred letters and documents dating 
from 1859 to 1893 ; some twenty letter books containing copies of 
about the same number of letters ; drafts of about forty speeches, 
essays, or newspaper articles ; two large scrapbooks of newspaper 
clippings, besides many loose clippings and papers ; three ledgers ; 
twenty-one maps, some of which are original drawings; and a 
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number of pictures. With the collection were four bound books 
and thirty-three pamphlets, which will be catalogued and placed 
in the library. 

Using this material as a basis, Mr. Blegen has written a sketch 
of Taylor's life which will be published in a later number of the 
Bulletin. In connection with the preparation of this paper he 
made a trip to Winnipeg to consult the files of newspapers in the 
provincial library and to talk with some of Taylor's associates 
who are still living there. Mr. Blegen has also compiled a bibli- 
ography of Taylor's published writings which runs to over thirty 
items, and he is working on an extended description of the 
papers. 

Early in July Mr. Kellar completed his work in the archives, 
and his report, which amounts practically to an inventory of the 
archives of the state and territory, so far as they are still in exist- 
ence, was dispatched to the chairman of the public archives com- 
mission of the American Historical Association for inclusion in 
the 1914 Report. Mr. Kellar then took up the work of classi- 
fying, filing, and calendaring the Murray Papers. A brief descrip- 
tion of this collection, together with a few selected letters, will be 
found in the section of this issue devoted to documents. 

A Scandinavian-American Collection 

The increased attention paid in recent years to the non-political 
aspects of American history has resulted in a recognition of the 
important part which various foreign elements have played in 
the development of the country. Of these elements the Scandi- 
navian has been especially prominent in the Northwest, and the 
history of the region can not be understood without a knowledge 
of its contribution. Somewhere there should be built up a com- 
prehensive collection of material for Scandinavian-American his- 
tory, and, as Minnesota has a larger number of Scandinavians in 
her population than any other state, the Minnesota Historical 
Society is the logical institution to do this work. Prominent 
representatives of these races to whom the proposition has been 
broached have become enthusiastic over it, and, with their cooper- 
ation assured, rapid progress can be made. 

It is intended that not only books and pamphlets of a formal 
historical character but also much original source material shall 
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be secured. Files of Scandinavian-American papers and maga- 
zines, reports of religious organizations and educational institu- 
tions, and especially diaries and collections of letters are desired. 
To get the project under way, Mr. Blegen, whose knowledge of the 
Scandinavian languages and of the literature of the subject ha& 
been of great value, prepared a want-list of books and pamphlets, 
which was sent to several leading publishing houses and dealers 
in such material. Exceptionally large discounts were secured, 
and many of the books are already on the shelves. To pick up- 
the older out-of-print books and files of newspapers and period- 
icals will require much more time and extensive search. 

Sometime ago the University of Minnesota began to collect 
Scandinavian material, and a division of the field between the twa 
mstitutions seems desirable. A tentative agreement has been 
reached to the effect that the university will collect material relat- 
ing to the Scandinavian countries themselves and to the languages 
and literatures, while the gathering of material relating to these 
elements in America will be left to the society. In accordance 
with this division negotiations have been begun for the transfer 
to the society's library of some material already collected at the 
university. 

Gifts 

Mr. Cyrus H. McCormick of Chicago has presented to the 
society number 37 of the Illinois-W abash Land Company Manu- 
script ( 1915. 22, 40 p.) . The volume consists of a photographic 
facsimile of the manuscript and an introductory account of "The 
lUinois-Wabash Land Company" by Professor Clarence W. 
Alvord of the University of Illinois. The documents reproduced 
throw light on the attempt of William Murray and his associates 
to obtain possession of large tracts of land in the West by pur- 
chase from the Indians during the period of British control. 
After the Revolution the claims of this company were pressed, 
before Congress for many years but without success. Professor 
Alvord's introduction is an excellent account of the operations of 
the company during the British period and the Revolution. 

A box of scrapbooks, letters, and documents has been received 
from Mr. Hanford L. Gordon, a life member of the society, who> 



GIFTS 137 

now resides in Los Angeles. Mr. Gordon is well known to Minne- 
sotans as the author of several books of poems relating largely 
to the Northwest. Born in New York in 1846, he settled in 
Clearwater in 1857. Later he practiced law in St. Cloud and 
served as register of the United States land office located there. 
He was a member of the state senate in 1867-68 and resided in 
Minneapolis from 1878 to 1888.^ While the material in the box 
is given to the society without reserve, Mr. Gordon requests that 
it be withheld from consultation by any except officials of the 
society during his lifetime. This request will be scrupulously 
complied with. 

1 Upham and Dunlap, Minnesota Biographies, 266 {M. H. C, 14). 



